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     11 June 2020 
 
Dear Lewis 
 
 
Restricting Foods Promotions Bill 
 
 
I am writing to make the Committee aware that the Scottish Government is no longer 
planning to introduce the Restricting Foods Promotions Bill in this Parliament. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact, including on the food and drink and 
retail industries and on consumer behaviour.  It is not yet clear what its long term impact will 
be.  It is important we understand this fully and that we assess the economic and equality 
impacts of our proposed measures post-pandemic. 
 
Pausing the introduction of the Bill provides us with an opportunity to take stock.  It enables 
us to take into account the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown, including on people’s diet and 
healthy weight. We will be able to consider fully whether a more wide-ranging Bill is required 
to tackle Scotland’s diet and weight problem after the pandemic.   
 
Tackling poor diet and overweight is a public health priority and remains a priority for this 
government. We are taking wide-ranging action to help people make healthier eating 
choices. As set out in our 2018 Diet and Healthy Weight Delivery Plan, our ambition is to 
halve childhood obesity by 2030 and significantly reduce diet-related health inequalities. 
 
We remain fully committed to restricting the promotion and marketing of foods high in fat, 
sugar or salt where they are sold to the public and will seek to progress this measure as 
soon as it is possible to do so.  Work already underway to further improve the evidence base 
to underpin the proposals will continue.  We will also continue to engage with the other 
administrations in the UK to explore the scope for the possible alignment of policy and 
legislation. 
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I am writing in similar terms to the four opposition health spokespeople. 
 

 
 

JOE FITZPATRICK 
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